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November 9, 2009 was a festive occasion for the American 
{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎΩ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ 
the ASCF had the pleasure of honoring three great Americans 
with its Lifetime Achievement Awards. The three honorees this 
year were Ambassador John R. Bolton for Diplomacy, General 
Frederick J. Kroesen for National Defense and Mr. T. Boone 
Pickens for Economic Security. 
 
The evening began with the pledge of allegiance followed by a 
moment of silence for the fallen heroes of the Ft. Hood terror-
ist attack. This was followed by an outstanding rendition of the 
National Anthem by Mr. Mike Donegan.  ASCF President and 
CEO Dr. Henry A. Fischer gave his opening remarks thanking 
the 250 guests for attending and the honorees for helping 
make this ASCF event a historic one. 
 
The speeches of the honorees were received well as Mr. Bolton 
spoke concerning the United States and her standing in the 
International community. Gen. Kroesen has over seventy (70) 
years of combined service in the United States Army both ac-
tive and as a member of the AUSA Institute of Land Warfare. 
The General spoke on the great need to develop a better offi-
cer retention program, recruitment program and the time 
needed between deployments for a soldier to spend with his or 
her family. Mr. T. Boone Pickens discussed the need for United 
States to establish Energy Independence through alternative 
fuel resources such as natural gas. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻΩǎ 
ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ [ŜŜ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘǎ άtǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴέ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ 
in the background. This was an awe inspiring moment with 
tears in many eyes. 
 
The ASCF is looking forward to their 2010 Leadership Awards 
ceremony currently scheduled during the fall of 2010 in Wash-
ington, DC. 
 
Top photo: Left to right ASCF Chairman Brig. Gen. Donald B. Smith presents award to 
Amb. John R. Bolton 
 
Center photo: Left to right Gen. Frederick J. Kroesen accepts award from ASCF Chair-
man Brig. Gen. Donald B. Smith 
 
Bottom photo: Mr. T. Boone Pickens accepts award from ASCF Vice Chairman Mr. 
George Pataki  



I am most assuredly grateful to be among the honorees being recognized this evening by the American 
Security Council Foundation. 

L ŀƳ ŀ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ΨΨtŜŀŎŜ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΩΩ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭŘ ²ŀǊΦ  

I was impressed when the Reagan and first Bush administration incorporated the phrase when ex-
pressing the National Security Strategy of that Era.  After my retirement from the Army I accepted an 
ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ tŜŀŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
Strength is still a worthy necessary and noble goal. 

¢ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘ L ŀƳ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀŎŎƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ 
obviously I think addresses a national security issue. 

My particular attention has always been on the capabilities and readiness of our Armed Forces, par-
ticularly the United States Army. (Just incidentally, I was reading recently in National Review a com-
ƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻōŜƭ tŜŀŎŜ tǊƛȊŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨΨǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ ǇŜŀŎŜΦΩΩύ 

I have for many years, since the end of the Cold War which we won almost two decades ago, believed 
that our Army is too small for the mission load that it carries.  After 40 years of fielding the military 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅ ŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŜǊǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴƛǎǘ ŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ /ƻƳπ
Ƴǳƴƛǎǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
Army to about half the size of the initial Cold War forces and that of the Army that fought the Persian 
DǳƭŦ ²ŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǿŀƛǘŜŘ ΨΨǇŜŀŎŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜƴŘΩΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
мффлǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿŀǊ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǾŜǊΦ  5ƛŘƴΩǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
end of history? 

But today, with two wars going on, the Army is relatively the same size it was before 9/11.  It has been 
authorized more soldiers, but they are filling spaces vacated by wounded warriors, personnel infected 
with the HIV virus, pregnant women and others who remain in the Army but cannot be deployed over-
seas, particularly to the combat zones.  The structure of the Army has not been increased. 

Today there are about 300 thousand soldiers serving in some 80 countries around the world.  We still 
have thousands troops in Kosovo, we have a small brigade in the Sinai Desert that has been there be-
tween the Egyptians and Israelis since the 1973 Arab-Israeli War.  We have the equivalent of an avia-
tion brigade in Colombia engaged in the drug war and a large Special Forces contingent supporting the 
Philippines Army suppressing Muslim terrorists on Mindanao.  We have a small medical force in Mon-
golia and various small detachments and training teams in many African countries.  These enduring 
commitments which total 80 to 90 thousand on any given day are good will ambassadors among our 
allies, but they are a drain on our manpower well. 

The consequence of these commitments are too many soldiers being re-deployed to combat for the 
ǘƘƛǊŘΣ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ƻǊ ŦƛŦǘƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨΨŘǿŜƭƭ ǘƛƳŜΩΩΣ ƛΦŜΦ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ΨΨƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ǘƻǳǊΩΩΣ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛπ
lies.  Too many reservists are being called for multiple tours of duty to augment active Army units. 
These Reservists suffer disruptions in their lives, losing jobs or opportunities for promotions or new 
assignments in their civilian pursuits. 

We have a magnificent Army out there, one without peer in the world, but it is overcommitted, over-
worked and wearing out, not because of the threats it faces, but because it is too small.  I do not know 
what size it ought to be, but I do know that a couple hundred thousand more soldiers, a few dozen 
more brigades and a refurbished support and training establishment (the institutional Army) would 
provide a much more comfortable organization for satisfying the missions we continue to have. 

I would like the American people to understand that need, the cost of which would be chump change 
out of the stimulus packages.   

I am counting on the American Security Council Foundation to help spread that word. 

Again, my sincere thank you for the honor bestowed and for this opportunity to express these 
thoughts. 

Gen. Frederick J. Kroesen 

USA (Ret.) 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ YǊƻŜǎŜƴΩǎ [ƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ !ǿŀǊŘ {ǇŜŜŎƘ 
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